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[IT-Madras ties up with 5 universities for PhD
research

TNN | Jan 14, 2014, 03.58 AM IST

Chennai: lIT-Madras has joined hands with five universities from across the world, including one in China, for
collaboration in research.

After more than a year of negotiations, Universite de Technologie de Troyes in France, Technion - Israel Institute of
Technology, University of Waterloo in Canada, University of Liverpool in UK and National Tsing Hua University in China
have tied up with IIT-M to offer joint PhD programmes.

Lih J Chen, president of NTHU, called the agreement with IIT-M a watershed moment for the Chinese varsity. "To carry
out research of the highest quality... it can no longer merely be an 'in-house' affair," he said.

R Nagarajan, lIT-M dean of international & alumni relations, said: "We follow a simple 4-stage process," he said. "We
start with faculty collaboration, move on to student exchanges, which leads to co-supervision and ultimately culminates
in a joint degree programme."


http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/IIT-Madras
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Chinese-varsity
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With GATE going entirely online
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‘Deemed varsities should not conduct entrance test’

Staff Reporter

They are not adhering to transparent admission procedures, says State governmernt

The Odisha government wants deemed universities stripped of power to conduct entrance tests, counselling and
admissions at their level by pointing out that these universities are not adhering to fair and transparent admission
procedures.

The State government while submitting its views on the draft regulation on technical and professional education
solicited by the UGC, “not less than 50 per cent of seats of deemed universities functioning in the State should be
filled up through the merit list generated for the State candidates through counselling conducted by the State
government.

“The remaining seats of the deemed universities should be filled up through central counselling conducted by the
CBSE at all India level,” the govern ment suggested.

Observing that deemed universities are admitting a large number of students in different disciplines as there was nc
such restriction on them in this regard, the government said, they (deemed universities) should apply to the UGC
for obtaining approval of the commission in respect of various disciplines and courses.”

“With the approval ofthe UGC they should be eligible to admit students within the intake as approved by the
Commission. The UGC will intimate about the approved intake of the deemed universities to the State government,’
it said.

The State government said deemed universities were not adhering to fair, transparent, merit-based and
non-exploitative admission procedure.

Hardening its stance, the government further suggested that such universities should refrain from conduecting
entrance test as credibility of such entrance tests are doubtful and against national policy. “Such tests cannot be
termed as an all-India test and hence, it violates UGC regulations.”

Fee structure

The government sought greater control over ad mission process. “The fee structure of the dee med universities
should either regulated by the fee structure committee constituted by the UGC or by the State government,” it
submitted.

The govern ment further proposed thatin the line of the provision and practice of the Medical Council ofIndia, the
UGC is also required to seek ‘No Objection Certificate’ of the State government from the deemed to be universities
every year in respect of running of the higher technical programmes. “If such NOC will be called from the State
Government by the UGC there will be some check and balance in their functioning and effective control of the State
government to curb the erratic functioning and the whimsical steps taken by the deemed to be universities in respec
of admission of students, fixation of intake in each branch, collection of fees and conduct of courses,” it says, adding
that State government will be in a position to oversee overall functioning of these institutes.

With UGC’s approval they will be eligible to admit students, says government
‘Their fee structure should be regulated by the UGC or by the State government’

Printable version | Jan 14, 2014 11:35:49 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-otherstates
/deemed-varsities-should-not-conduct-entrance-test/article5576113.ece

© The Hindu
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ISRO yet to pick up rover built by 1HT-K

Last Updated: Tuesday, January 14, 2014, 22:22

Kanpur: ISRO had given a project to IIT Kanpur to develop a rover to be launched with Chandrayaan-I1, which
the university's scientists completed in 2010, but the space agency was yet to pick it up and make part payment
to the institute, according to its professor.

When contacted, an Indian Space Research Organisation official said in Bangalore that they will take some time
to respond.

"In 2009, ISRO's Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre in Thiruvananthapuram had given a project to IIT Kanpur's
mechanical engineering and electrical engineering departments to build a rover that would be launched along
with Chandrayaan-I11," Prof K S Venkatesh of IIT Kanpur's electrical engineering department said.

"ISRO had promised to give us Rs 7.5 lakh for the project, of which Rs 3.75 lakh was paid up front," he said.

The 1IT-K professor said scientists at the institute had completed building the rover, weighing 100 kgs, in
October 2010, after which it was "gathering dust™ in a lab in the institute.

"Repeated phone calls and letters to ISRO failed to yield any result. Every time, ISRO scientists would assure
us that they are coming soon to collect the rover, but till now no one has come," he said.

The professor said building the rover had cost much more than Rs 7.5 lakh, which the institute had paid, and
that ISRO should at least pay the remaining amount due to 1IT-K.

When asked about the possible reasons for ISRO not accepting the rover, Venkatesh said Chandrayaan-11 was
set to be launched in 2017, which could be why ISRO was not showing any haste in acquiring it.

The professor said his colleagues at the institute had realised that the project to build the rover, which would
pick up samples from the Moon's surface and bring them back to Earth, would cost much more than Rs 7.5 lakh
and had initially refused to take it up.

"However, the then IIT-K Director Sanjay Govind Dhande had insisted that the project would get the institute
international fame and that 11T-K would pitch in with the money," he said.

According to him, I1T-K spent Rs 29 lakh on the project.

He said on completion of the project in October 2010, the team had contacted ISRO scientists by phone and
letters, informing them that the rover was ready and they could come to inspect it.

However, no one has come to claim the rover yet, he said.
http://zeenews.india.com/news/space/isro-yet-to-pick-up-rover-built-by-iit-k 904085.htmI#
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PM felicitates Prof.C N R Rao, calls him leading luminary of
Indian science

New Delhi, Tue, 14 Jan 2014 ANI

New Delhi, Jan.14 (ANI): Describing Bharat Ratna Professor C.N.R. Rao as a leading luminary of Indian
science and a world leader in many areas of scientific exploration, Prime Minister Manmohan Singh on
Tuesday said that Rao epitomises triumph of will over constraints, of genius over circumstances.

"For over five decades, he has pursued and achieved excellence in both research and teaching. His
achievements are powerful and lasting in their impact on global science. And, what makes them so inspiring to
younger generations in our country is that he made them possible in an India that was synonymous with
constraints of resources, constraints of infrastructure, constraints of opportunity and remuneration," Dr.Singh
said.

He further said that Professor Rao has demonstrated that world-class research can be accomplished on Indian
soil, despite all constraints.

"He has relentlessly guided the growth of science academies and all major science institutes in India. He built
and nurtured a world-class chemistry department at 1T Kanpur that put India on the world map in modern
chemistry. He rejuvenated and nurtured India's premier research institute, the Indian Institute of Science in
Bangalore. Even now, he continues to devote himself to creating state-of-the-art facilities and nurturing a
vibrant group of scientists at the Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research in Bangalore. In
spite of his very busy life in research and administration, he has been actively mixing with and inspiring
younger Indians with his lectures and books," the Prime Minister said.

Dr.Singh said that as the chairman of the Science Advisory Council to the Prime Minister, Professor Rao has
played a pivotal role in guiding the science and technology policies of the Government of India.

"I, for one, have benefited immensely from his wise counsel. | thank him for sharing my vision to orient science
towards development and prosperity of India founded on the basis of inclusion and equity," he said.

He said that it is a matter of national pride that Professor Rao is an elected member of over 25 science
academies around the world, and has been decorated with some of the world's most prestigious medals and
prizes, besides honorary doctorates by more than 60 universities in India and the world.

He said that by conferring the Bharat Ratna on Professor Rao, "we are recognizing his larger and towering
presence in our overall national life, and also the role and impact of science on India's march to progress."
(ANI)

http://www.newstrackindia.com/newsdetails/2014/01/14/313-PM-felicitates-Prof-C-N-R-Rao-calls-him-
leading-luminary-of-Indian-science.html
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